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P O K E R  A N D  H O L L Y W O O D

LEGENDARY fantasy writer Terry
Pratchett once said, “Only in our dreams
are we free, the rest of the time we need
wages.” I find this quote relevant for this
installment as I share with you a bit
about the bumps along the way as I try to
develop a feature film. 
I’ve met several poker players who

struggle with the dichotomy alluded to
by Pratchett. The allure of playing poker
professionally versus holding a “real job.”
The freedom. The lifestyle. The groupies.
OK, maybe not the latter, but you get the
picture. Doing what you love and being
able to make a living at it is something
everyone should aspire to. It’s what
makes us feel alive...makes us feel con-
nected.
However, following your dreams can

be a lonely path. Being a professional
poker player is to toil in isolation.
Success begins and ends with you. And
no one has more confidence in you than
you. What happens when that occasional
shred of doubt creeps in? What do you do
when faced with the inevitable bad run
of cards? How do you deal with the
backer that suddenly pulls out? Sure, you

can have a network of friends who might
help you through or other sources of
strength to draw from. But at the end of
the day, the person looking back at you
in the mirror is the one you need to reas-
sure you’re on the right path. It’s you
who has to tell yourself: “I’d rather die
with my dreams, than live in a rut.” 
And with renewed conviction, you

resume what you know you are intended
to pursue.

MOMENTS OF UNCERTAINTY
I’ve had to face these same moments of
doubt. In late May of 2008 I was one of

six authors (out of 30,000) that my pub-
lisher sent to the Book Expo America in
L.A. This was just two weeks after my
novel, Life on Tilt, had been released. The
book was recognized in the New Title
Showcase, along with about 400 out of
35,000 books released that year. I was
pleased with the attention my work was
receiving, but had to cut my trip short to
take a red-eye back to New York to par-
ticipate in a fun run with my kids. I land-
ed at the airport at 8, was at the starting
line by 10 and, when I crossed the finish
line at 10:30, I was served with divorce
papers from my wife. 

HOW A POKER NOVEL
BECOMES A FILM

Editor’s Note: This is the third in a series
by John Blowers about the struggle to get
his book, Life on Tilt, made into a movie.

‘Do What You Love
and the Money Will
Follow’

Author John Blowers with
Shannon Elizabeth, who is
one of the executive pro-

ducers of his movie.
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